Pre-proposal / Research Question

This unit begins with a focus on fine-tuning your original Pre-proposal / Research Question Begin considering the audience: who is this being written for? (Your audience needs to be a specific community—not just your instructor or peers.) Ultimately, a decision of HOW the research will be presented to the  audience, remember, this is not a ‘research paper’ like may have been written in high school. This is to be a public-facing research project, which means the medium chosen for the  project should be thoughtfully targeted toward the community the research is being written for. 

This means you will be working outside the ‘standard writing’ process and looking into other mediums – incorporating any additional skills you possess. There are many mediums to consider from making a video, a podcast episode, a social media page, a brochure, an infographic, a website, a photo essay, a formal aural presentation, a documentary, etc. The imaginations is either friend or foe when producing.

Remember, writing is never a linear process. This is realized when reflecting back on the first two analysis, but the nonlinear process of writing will be even more visible during the next two units when moving through more of processing of developing a question, finding research on that question, reading, considering implications, and re-writing your question (see graphic below from University of Alabama’s Writing Center website). 
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Be aware, many students begin with one question that evolves and changes as the end of the research is neared. This is a natural part of the research process and not unexpected. The first writing were broken down into small steps intentionally.  It allows the learner (you) to assess and reflect on what have and to help you align it further with your purpose for writing.
Overview Research Project Requirements 
Reminder – research question and research will ultimately be your final research project. General guidelines to help you effectively / efficiently develop your question further:

Purpose
Your project should use your research and voice to advocate for positive change in a community: That community should be part of the Chicago. 

Audience
Your project should be a public-facing informational product geared toward a specific local audience interested in or related to your specific topic. In other words, be very clear on who your audience is (with the use of some imagination – based on experience with the intended audience.) In other words, not necessarily the ‘deemed’ audience by other professors and/or peers in a ‘typical’ college setting. While your class is part of the secondary audience, the primary audience should consider the purpose of your project and who it is composed for. Remember, this may ultimately be presented to your primary audience in the future.



Context 
Largely, your audience and purpose for writing should inform both the medium and genre of your research project. Consider the context in which your audience engages with your research project and what medium would best engage their interest and attention in the project (i.e., a webpage, a video, a podcast, a comic, an interactive poster, a webpage/website, a microblog, a scrapbook, a photo essay, a printed newspaper, an informational brochure, a documentary, a card game, a board game, a zine, a chapbook, etc.) Remember, context should be informed by the purpose of the project as well: in other words, don’t make a scrapbook if the project isn’t largely visual or image-based (since scrapbooks depend on images). 

Research
No matter the form, the project should be well-researched, folding in both peer-reviewed scholarly sources along with other sources. Other sources may include books, personal interviews, personal observation, online sources, social media, forums, videos, podcasts, etc. Lateral reading has been instructed (the second unit) in order to identify more sources. The project should cite a minimum of eight sources; however, from experience, the best projects seem to naturally have more. A minimum of three peer-reviewed sources with one of those sources being a primary source, meaning it stands out as one of the major sources the work within the project. 

Ethos
Build an ethical ethos, meaning - treat others (even those of differing opinions) in fairness and respect, ensure your project is inclusive by not using terminology that may be offensive and/or limiting —especially to marginalized identities. Credit sources used to develop ideas - cite sources and be absolutely clear on where and when information was obtained from a source. Be aware to  avoid plagiarism. Even experimental and/or unique text must follow it up with a list of sources, likely in MLA, APA, or Chicago. 

As a reminder: essays don’t need to be just in a super-objective sounding ‘academic voice.’ Some of the most interesting projects weave in personal narrative or experiences with more credible forms of research. Your voice, too, should be informed by the audience you are writing for! 

Critical Thinking 
It’s often easy to develop an argumentative-based project that relies on binaries or thinking This project, should move beyond ‘box’ forms of argument to develop a purpose that blends in many perspectives and unique ideas. In other words, do not simply remain with a right and wrong, good and bad, or black and white approach. The goal should be to entice the audience to ‘do, think, or believe’ in a new way. Work to transform their thoughts or attitudes about something in some way or motivate  the audience to take some form of action, get involved. Write to have the audience ‘feel’ and want to be part of your passion.  Save listings of facts for quick sources like Wikipedia.

Length
This project should be the equivalent of eight (8) to ten (10) written pages. Maybe this means creating a brief, 15 minute podcast with sound effects. Maybe this means creating a scrapbook that is 15 pages, with large images supplementing parts of it. Perhaps this means creating a short YouTube video (6 minutes or so). The medium is YOURS to choose.  The outcome ultimately should be QUALITY! 
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